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© “No one is going to desert. Castro because a sugar mill has been '
. attacked or a certain amount of sabciane is done . . - That ‘worked /,
: ‘against Batista, but it will not against Castro.™ - s el
; ) : ) " oo . S L
t 7" “About a month ago exile fighters began fo return to Miami with f
the news that the C.I.LA. is no-longer giving them helpo.” \
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L City in 1933 "‘when | went into political exile

e "l broke the language barrier. | con express £
*~'myself in’ English. | lost my complexes, and |.im-

" proved my knowledge of and gratitude for the
~_United States.” )
i Rufo Lépez-Fresquet, 53-year-old former ¥
7 Treasury Secretary for Fidel Castro, reached out
.. for a Life- Saver fixed into a colored package :
+ - resting on a conference table. :

: Insisting his attitude is not a sell-out to the
i Americans, Lépez said: "If a Latin is not lucky
# enough to have an American background or £
i experience, he usually sees the U.S. as a reac-
;" tionary bloc. ' ;
« “This is not true," he exclaimed, his Latin

~ emotion showing and seeming'to reflect his own
- anxiety, about the relationship between North
. ond South America.

. For Llépez, the breakthrough—symbolized
- with his beginning to learn English—came when &
he accepted a Rockefeller Foundation scholarship
.10 study at Columbia University in 1942-43, He
. learned the North American style,

‘ Before ‘going to the U.S., he had received a
- law degree from National University of Mexico

Rt

- for. the first time"" during the dictatorship of Ge-
rardo Machado. "After returning to Cuba, he,
- secured o doctorate in economics at the Univer-
" sity of Havana in 1937. ‘
Lépez became Treasury Secretary for Cas-

. tro on Jan., 8, 1959 and then left Cuba six
_ months after resigning the high governmeni post
“March 17, 1960. He is now an economic con- LN
. sultant with the Commonwealth Treasury Depart- \'r AN A
ment. . s : , = . i . .1‘#" \\ >"i4_':'.\~ A ‘:‘-&-‘h 31
"Latin America has to give up its complex of ! Rufo Lépez-Fresquet (Photo by Jos¢ Garcia) : K
not wanting to be a true friend of the United T WA sartion iur brand of oli¥sssions, = oo e
+ States,” he said. “"There’s nothing wrong with g L. Own parteuidr & ind o "’_‘l‘)‘ b direc

that . . . the U.S. is the strongest nation in the, 1 O rnere seems je e a csmplex about irect,

world and we (Latins) must belong to the team.". * f -therv.enh'?pr o e domesj:c cxffcurs'- of latin,
[ He believes for the Lafin not to see the ; A‘menca,‘ he said, TheU.b. shouldn't be as.h_‘.
| United States in a friendly light is a “question : amﬁd ofkden‘.ociacy,luqt rather should .make te:
of immaturity. To' be pro-American.in Latin '_-rf reelings newn, irankly, '
‘America is a handicap politically." , R hued
* . 'And the United States has by its own actiqng" L ’ :
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Alternating between Spanish and English, ' ‘

Lépet ebiifessed thet the U8, is ABE Tree of ifs
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